Keep in mind, sometimes people answer other questions when interviewers are asking a question. Be flexible. Be sure to not repeat those questions if someone addresses them before you get to them or you may find yourself coming back around to a question. It’s okay to let people go in their own direction and then bring them around when appropriate if they start to touch on something related to the questions. Feel free to come up with your own “prompting” questions, smaller questions you ask after asking a question or for when someone goes in another direction. If you come up with a question that you find relevant, go for it. Later, let me know if you find that there’s a question(s) that should be added or deleted. The questions are purposely ordered for better soliciting information: However, if you find yourself going out of order, that is okay just go with the flow. Remember to be an active listener (let interviewee do the majority of the talking), and it’s okay to have moments of silence. Relating to someone goes a long way in terms of someone feeling comfortable and opening up. Sometimes a question has to be asked a few different ways or an example provided before someone begins to respond/if they seem like they don’t quite understand the question being asked. Start off by talking story/casual chit chat before diving into the questions. At the beginning, identify yourself as a UH West O‘ahu anthropology graduate and former field school student and share a couple of your reflections as a starting point for having something in common to make the interview more comfortable like a talk story session versus something that seems scripted and rigid. Ask students for pictures that they would like to share prior to the interview. 

Questions for former field school students

Warmer upper questions 

Which year did you take the field school?

Why did you take the field school?

Ask students to show their pictures and describe each one. Either during or after, weave in the below questions.

Are there skills you learned during the field school that you think will benefit you in the future? If so, which ones and how so? If so, how will they support your career interests?

How were you impacted by being a part of the field school?

Is there something that is the most memorable about your experience there? 


Questions on how one experiences place and interpretation of findings

What were some of the major findings/things that you uncovered and/or learned during the field school? How did you interpret what you found/learned?  

Do you/did you think about what people experienced at that time in history (both living in and outside of the internment camp, what is now referred to as Honouliuli National Monument)?

Do you know anyone personally impacted by the events that occurred at the site or during WWII in general? If so, who and how so?

Do you feel connected to this place (either the internment camp or Honouliuli region in general) in terms of it feeling special, memories of it, stories about it, feeling a sense of awe, and/or just enjoying being there in that space?

Questions on reflection of site’s relevance and interpretation of findings

How do you think this time in history (WWII era) is similar to the current events of today and the last few years such as detention centers, COVID-19, Black Lives Matter protests for justice and police reform, foreign policy, or whatever you can think of and find to be similar?

Are their lessons to be learned from then that we can apply to our current times?

What is the story of this place and any related messages that you would like conveyed to the public? How do we convey this information?

Do you feel like your work was a part of something valuable/a greater good? If so, how so?

Questions for organizers

Can you tell me about your organization’s relationship with Honouliuli National Monument?

What has your role been with Honouliuli National Monument?  

What is your vision for this place in terms of building a partnership, continued work here, engaging the public, etc.?

Questions on how one experiences place and interpretation of findings

Do you know anyone personally impacted by the events that occurred here and/or WWII? If so, who and how so?

Do you feel connected to this place (either the internment camp or Honouliuli region in general) in terms of it feeling special, memories of it, stories about it, feeling a sense of awe, and/or just enjoying being there in that space?

Questions on reflection of site’s relevance and interpretation of findings

How do you think this time in history (WWII era) is similar to the current events of today and the last few years such as detention centers, COVID-19, Black Lives Matter protests for justice and police reform, foreign policy, or whatever you can think of and find to be similar?

Are their lessons to be learned from then that we can apply to our current times?

What is the story of this place and any related messages that you would like conveyed to the public? How do we convey this information?

Do you feel like your work was a part of something valuable/a greater good? If so, how so?

